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Some want US to dltch plan for border barrier

By Dean Nelson
Special to the Globe

SAN DIEGO - Of the nearly
2,000 miles of the US-Mexico bor-
“der, a 66-mile stretch south of San
'Diego is apparently the most pop-
.ular with {llegal aliens. Last year
‘the US Border Patro! caught
500,327 persons trying to sneak
through this section — 45 percent
of the entire number captured
from the Pacific Ocean to the Gulf
of Mexico.

The next-highest area for ap-
prehensions was El Paso, with
231,994,

Much has been ‘made in recent .
months over the porous nature of

My

the border below San Diego be-:

cause of an Increase in suspected
drug smuggling and a continuous
stream of people trying try to
sneak into the United States.

Some estimate that as rmany as ,

5,000 people attempt to enter the
{United States lllegally every 24
hours through the rugged hills
and canyons In this séction.

i The rhetoric of concern turned
‘specific last week as.two groups
unveiled separate proposals to
curb some of the illegal activity
along the border. The US Justice
-Department announced Wednes-
day that it wants to dig a 5-foat-
deepditchalonga particuiarly flat
portion of the border where an es-
timated 1,555 vehicles have
crossed into the United States llle-

gally since July. Some of the vehi-
‘cles are vans loaded with as many
‘as 30 illegal aliens, a border patrol
officer said.

The ditch would prevent the
svehicles from crossing the flat
‘area, forcing them into the desert,
{canyons or mountains and mak-
llng detection easter, the border pa-
‘trol said. The proposed channel
‘would be 4%z mileslongand would
also serve as a drainage runoff
area for the businesses that have
‘built up recently on both sides of
the border.

.Studying impact

The Justice Departments Im*
.migration and Naturalization Ser-
.vice has commissioned an envi-
ronmental impact report for the

_iconstruction of the ditch, and the
.iproject eould be completed by
'summer.

On. Thursday, a much more

“ambitious proposal was offered by

“the Federation for American Im-

.. migration Reform, a Washington-
ibased lobbying group. The group,

‘which calls itseif by its acronym,

-"F‘AIR announced in news confer-

iences both fn Washington and
:San Diego that it was proposing

“{construction of a 12-foot sunken

wall with an 8-foot reinforced
fence on top of it for 20 miles
'through the more populated por-

tions of the border.between San

'Diego and Tijuana, Mexico.

To pay for the barrier, the'

1group proposed. that a $2 fee be
‘charged to anyone entering the
United States through the legal
points of entry.

.+Addressing the overall US-
Mexico border issue, FAIR recom-
mended sanctions against em-
ployers who hire allens and the
addition of more border check-
points and more border agents, Its
recommendations for San Diego
are the most stringent because
'that section of the border is the
:most permeable. The group is lob-
'bylng House and Senate members
‘'to introduce its measures in Con-
gress.

These two proposals are the
most concrete of those that have
been discussed in the past year.

‘Rep. Jim Bates, a San Diego
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1Democrat. introduced his own ver-

ision of a bilt for a higher and
stronger fence during the last ses-
ston of the House. He also has pro-
posed covering the costs by charg-

‘Ing fees to enter the country: a dol-
Jar for vehicles and 25 cents for

pedestrians crossing through the

.entry points, to be split between

the federal and local governments
to help pay for the fence.

Discussed using Guard

Other discussion has included
recommendations to mobilize the
National Guard to patrol the bor-

der,

consider a joint-use lntemational
ajrport with Tijuana.

“A ditch doesn't come close to
solving the problem,” he said.

."“The fact that a Berlin Wall kind

of an idea could even occur to
them really bothers me."”
“Truly amazed"

Paul Downey of Mayor Mau-
.-reen O'Connor’s office said he was
“truly amazed” when he heard

' about the plan.

'FAIR'S 1deas will be dlscussed .

by various committees and task
forces, a FAIR source said. ‘The
construction of the INS ditch ap-

pears to be more of an accom-

plished fact, and San Diego city of-

ficlals dislike the idea.

“It's an [nsult to me and to the
city,” said Bob Fllner, a city coun:
cilman whose district includes the
ditch area. My constituents are
incensed. It’s just another insult-
ing posture the US is taking inre-
gard to Mexico, just as the country
is saying we're on friendlier terms.-
Why don’t they build a moat in-

.stead?””

The tlm(ng of the ditch an-
nouncement was ironic, he said,
because it came on the same day

‘as the release of a report from a
-local association of governments

that recommended that San Diego

“We have been having joint
City Council meetings with Tijua-
na trying to share our mutual con-
cerns, which include illegal aliens
and drug smuggling, and we were
making great strides,” he said.
“Our twin-plant businesses on
both sides of the border are going
gangbusters. This isn’t going to
help us.” Local Hispanic groups
called the ditch.an *“act of hostil-
‘ity”* toward Mexico.

. “This iIs a natlonal issue, not a
iborder patrol issue,” sald Irma
Castro, executive director of the
{Chicano Federation. ‘“Pecple are
;going to find a way into this coun-
itry as long as they don't have eco-
Inomfc and political security in
itheir own countries. The problem
.of {llegal allens is one of a broader
‘national relationship. Is the US
starting to look at Mexico as the
-enemy?”’ .

' .. Peter Nunez. a former US attor-
ney fn -San Dlegos who last year
went into private practice, said he
isupports the tighter controis
-along the border, not because he
‘sees Mexico as an enemy but be-
cause ‘‘the United States a long
time ago recognlzed Mexico as a
‘separate country.”

“Laws were passed long ago to
close our borders,” he sald. “So
why are we acting as if we have
an open border? If we're not going
to have a closed border, then we
‘might as well repeal the faw and
‘not sacriftce the lves of the border
patrol.”

Fence usod already



A fence already is In place in
the more populous areas along the
border, but huge heles have-been
cut through it In some places, and

‘in others it has beenr pulled down
altogether. Once past the urban
sections, the flat border is desig-
nated -at times by a single cable
about 2 feet off the ground. “The
canyons and hilis have no phys—
ical barrier atall. -

The region ‘has 725 border pa-
trol agents, and they combat the
nightly rush on horseback, in he-
licopters and small planes and In
all-terrain vehlcles and by using
undergmund sensors and infrared
.sc0pes. :

. ““To those who say we're want-
ing to build a Berlin Wall, I must
‘remind them that it was built to
‘keep people inside a country,” -
isaid Nunez. “We're talking about
‘enforcing the law here.”’

Still, some say that no matter
what kind of structure is'built or
dug, maotivated people wlll find a
way through. .

' “These are very resourceful
people. sald Mirna Perez, chair-
woman of a border area communi-
ty group that advises the city.

i*After a month or two, they 1l fig-
.ure a way to get across.’



